
                                            
 

SCIENCE MODULE 

 

Subject: Geography  

 

TOPIC of the module: Africa – modeling a continent  

 

Age of students: 13 

 

Number of students: 32 

 

Required prior knowledge: general geographical knowledge 

 

Objectives: At the end of the module the students will be able to 

• Identify and locate Africa on the world map 

• Identify the characteristics of the continent (land forms, climate, rivers, vegetation) on maps 

• Make correlations between the different characteristics of the continent  

 

Opportunities: - Students will be able to use different types of maps 

- Students will be able to make a map of their own 

- Students will be able to use the drawing techniques to render different geographical 

elements 

- Students will be able to use different materials in order to create a map (transfer paper, 

plaster, paints, colours)  

 

Resources: colours, water colours, transfer paper, plaster, colored paper, colored chalk 

 

Time frame:  5 lessons (50 minutes/lesson) 

 

Arts involved: drawing, modeling 

 

Methods of work: group work, working with the map, cluster method 

 

Procedure / steps 

Africa was chosen as a theme for this module because the mystery that is this continent raises 

the interest and the imagination of the students. Their curiosity is also awoken by the great explorers and 

their geographical discoveries through their travel journals, David Livingstone and Henry M. Stanley.  

 

Stage 1  

 

After the students locate the continent on the map of the world they are divided into 6 groups. 

Each group will be responsible with learning about one characteristic of the continent: geographical 

location, surroundings, land forms, climate, water network, vegetation.  

Each group, with the help of the textbook and of the teacher draws on transfer paper the continent 

and the representation of the characteristic they are responsible for. In this stage the students use 



                                            
 

colored crayons and of course they write on their maps the necessary information. The teacher makes 

the students aware of the different shades of colors they are supposed to use to render the different land 

forms (dark brown for mountains, light brown for hills, etc) or the climate or the vegetation. During this 

stage the students acquire the necessary information about the characteristic they are supposed to study 

and also use the acquired information practically in the representation on their map.  

 

 

 

 



                                            
 

 

 

 
 



                                            
 

 

 

 
 

Stage 2 

 

The students, with the help of the teacher, create a scale model of the continent from plaster. On 

this model each group models and colors the part that they studied so that the end result will be a 

complete model of Africa which can be used in the future. Through the interaction of the students they 

exchange the information they acquired in the first stage so that the whole class can have all the 

necessary knowledge about the continent Africa. In this way the students themselves become teachers 

for each other.  

 



                                            
 

 

 

 
 

Evaluation summary and comments about how the module went:  

 This module had a very positive impact on the students especially because of the use of arts in 

the learning stages. Students are quite creative and talented and they like having tasks that imply using 

their talent. All the students were very involved and the fact that they worked in teams helped them 

cooperate with each other and to do their best so that the end product could reflect all the things they 

have learned.   

 


