
Wawel
Wawel is a fortified complex built over many centuries atop a hill on 

the left bank of the Vistula river in Kraków, Poland.

The complex consists of many buildings and fortifications. The 

largest and best known of these are the Royal Castle and 

the Wawel Cathedral (which is the Basilica of St Stanisław and 

St Wacław). 

The oldest stone buildings of Wawel can be dated to 970AD. 

1.When was Wawel the residence of the President of Poland?  2p.

2.What is the most popular myth of Wawel ?  1p.

Please send your answers to Stanislaw Bałaga.



Fryderyk Chopin
(1810-1849)

Fryderyk Chopin was a great Polish romantic composer.

He was also a brilliant pianist. He wrote music for the

piano or piano with orchestra. Chopin was a great patriot

and his poetic music was inspired by Polish folk music.

Question:

1. What happened to the heart of Chopin after his death? (2p.)

2. In Warsaw every 5 years there is an important cultural event 

named after Fryderyk Chopin. What is this event? (2p.)

3. Listen to eight pieces of music. Four of them are by Chopin. 

Which numbers are they? (4p.)



Trail of the Eagle’s Nests 

The trail is in south-west of Poland. This trail consists of old castles. The name of the 

trail comes from the fact that most of the castles have been built on high rocks. 

Some are in ruins, but they are still beautiful. The trail is 163 kilometers long.  

In medieval times these castles guarded Polish border. 

Castle Bobolice                Castle Pieskowa Skala 

Questions:      

1) In which century were the castles built? (2p.) 

2) Which king of Poland ordered building the castles?    (2p.) 

3) What is the name the castle in the photo below? (2p.) 

https://www.google.pl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjT4_KUtovXAhUoEJoKHXjrCVYQjRwIBw&url=https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zamek_Ogrodzieniec&psig=AOvVaw1tYiCLqaAbB3YYMMMx-A3H&ust=1509008846948102


Battle of Grunwald (Painting)

This painting is one of the most famous picture in Poland. It shows the 
Battle of Grunwald (or the battle of Tannenberg) in 1410, in which Polish 
and Lithuanian army defeated the Teutonic Knights. 
It was painted by the most famous Polish painter, Jan Matejko. It was 
made in oil paint. Matejko sold  it for 45000 Guilders to Dawid 
Rosenblum. 
At the beginning of the Second World War in September 1939 it was 
decided to hide this painting because 3rd Reich army was going to 
destroy it. The painting was sent to Lublin. 
In 2010 “Battle of Grunwald” was to be shown in Wawel  Castle, but it 
was in very poor condition and the cost of restoration work was 
estimated for even 1 million PLN.  Finally the painting was restored. Now 
you can admire it in the National Museum in Warsaw.

  

Questions:

What are the dimensions of the painting? (1 point)

In which years was Matejko painting this picture? (2 points)

Where is Grunwald in relation to Gliwice? (1 points)

Who is the person in the middle of the picture, wearing a red coat?  (3 
points)

Please send your answers to Eliot Ledwon. 

Made by: Eliot Ledwon and Kamil Wejkowski



  

Henryk Sienkiewicz (1846 –1916) was a Polish journalist and 

writer. He wrote historical novels, mostly about the history of 

Poland.  

The most famous of his books is the internationally known 

best-seller “Quo Vadis”.  It was made many times into films. 

 

Questions: 

1. What important prize did Sienkiewicz get for his books 

and when? (2p.) 

2. When and where does the action of “Quo vadis” take 

place? (2p.) 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=FeVZ%2b59m&id=F6C815E18634F2EF0C9EA6EF28A294F7D053DFA0&thid=OIP.FeVZ-59m4UgINF7A3PHiNQDIDv&q=henryk+sienkiewicz&simid=608052330247425318&selectedIndex=4


Jan Matejko 

 

Jan Matejko has born in 1838. He died in 1893. He was one of most popular 

artists in Poland. He painted very big paintings showing important events from 

the history of Poland. He spent his whole life in Krakow. 

 

• Battle of Grunwald (Battle of Tannenberg) : 

 

 
 

•  Baptism of Poland: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Questions:  

1. What event does this picture show? (2p.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Who is the person in this painting?  

What is the title of the painting? (2p.) 

 

 



Polonaise 
Polonez (polonaise) is a tradional Polish dance. In the past it was a dance of the 

court and noblemen. It is a slow, solemn dance. It was danced on the different 

ceremonies and parties. It is still danced to this day on special occasions.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-SN0zfhmnXs 

https://youtu.be/dVbtSCYQ-YMop                                   

 

The rhythm of polonaise: 

 

 

Questions  

1. What was the older, common name for polonaise? (1p.) 

2.  At what every year occasion in Poland is polonaise danced nowadays? (2p.) 

3.  What are the names of four other Polish national dances?  (4p.) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-SN0zfhmnXs
https://youtu.be/dVbtSCYQ-YMop


 
The Royal Castle in Warsaw was 

first a residence of princes of 

Mazovia, and later the residence of 

the kings of Poland, the parliament 

and the senate. 

 

 

In the past the Castle was 

repeatedly invaded, robbed 

and damaged by different 

armies. 

Today it is a museum. 

 

                  



 

Questions 

1. What happened to the Royal Castle during the Second World War? (2p.) 

 

2. What is the name of the river near the Castle? (1p.) 

 

3. Who is standing on the column in front of the Castle? (1p.) 

Why was he commemorated this way? (1p.) 

 

 



Stanisław Wyspiański 
(1869 – 1907) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stanisław Wyspiański was a Polish playwright, painter and poet,  

as well as an architect and furniture designer. He lived in times when 

Poland was partitioned and under occupation. As a patriotic writer, he 

created a series of symbolic, national dramas. 

 

1. What city did Stanisław Wyspiański live in?   1p. 

2. What is the title of his most famous drama?  2p. 

3. Which other famous Polish painter was his teacher? 2p. 

    


